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OPINION 2204 (Case 3394) 

Etisus H. Milne Edwards, 1834 and Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897 

(Crustacea, Decapoda, Brachyura): conserved 

Abstract. The Commission has ruled that the current usage of the generic names 

Etisus H. Milne Edwards, 1834 and Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897 for two genera of 

brachyuran crabs is conserved by suppressing the generic name Clorodius A.G. 

Desmarest, 1823, and that the type species of the genus Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897 

is Cancer niger Forskal, 1775. 
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Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary power it is hereby ruled that the generic name Clorodius 

A.G. Desmarest, 1823 is suppressed for the purposes of the Principle of 

Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy. 

(2) It is hereby ruled that the type species of the genus Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897 

is Cancer niger Forskal, 1775. 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names 

in Zoology: 

(a) Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897, type species Cancer niger Forskal, 1775, as 

ruled in (2) above; 

(b) Etisus H. Milne Edwards, 1834, type species by subsequent designation 

Glaessner (1929) Cancer dentatus Herbst, 1785. 

(4) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names 

in Zoology: 

(a) dentatus Herbst, 1785, as published in the binomen Cancer dentatus, 

specific name of the type species of the genus Etisus H. Milne Edwards, 

1834; 

(b) niger Forskal, 1775, as published in the binomen Cancer niger, specific 

name of the type species of the genus Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897, as ruled 

in (2) above. 

(5) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Family-Group 

Names in Zoology: 

(a) CHLORODIELLINAE subfam. nov. (type genus Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897); 

(b) ETISINAE Ortmann, 1893 (type genus Etisus H. Milne Edwards, 1834). 

(6) The following names are hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and 

Invalid Generic Names in Zoology: 

(a) Chlorodius H. Milne Edwards, 1834, a misspelling of Clorodius A.G. 

Desmarest, 1823; 

(b) Clorodius A.G. Desmarest, 1823, as suppressed in (1) above; 

(c) Fucicola Gistel, 1848, a junior homonym of Fucicola Menke, 1844. 
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(7) The following names are hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and 

Invalid Family-Group Names in Zoology: 

(a) CLORODINAE Dana, 1851, a family-group name based on the generic name 

Clorodius A.G. Desmarest, 1823, as suppressed in (1) above; 

(b) CHLORODIINAE Dana, 1851, a family-group name based on the generic name 

Chlorodius, a misspelling for Clorodius A.G. Desmarest, 1823. 

History of Case 3394 

An application for the conservation of usage of the generic names Etisus H. Milne 

Edwards, 1834 and Chlorodiella Rathbun, 1897 by suppression of their senior 

synonym Clorodius A.G. Desmarest, 1823, was received from Peter K.L. Ng 

(National University of Singapore, Singapore) and L.B. Holthuis (National Museum of 

Natural History, Leiden, The Netherlands) on 19 June 2006. After correspondence the 

case was published in BZN 64(1): 19-24 (March 2007). The title, abstract and 

keywords of the case were published on the Commission’s website. No comments 

were received on this case. 

Decision of the Commission 

On | December 2007 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 

proposals published in BZN 64: 22. At the close of the voting period on 1 March 2008 
the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 20: Alonso-Zarazaga, Bogutskaya, Bouchet, Brothers, Fautin, 

Grygier, Halliday, Kottelat, Krell, Kullander, Lamas, Mawatari, Ng, Pape, Papp, 

Patterson, Rosenberg, Stys, van Tol and Zhang. 

Negative votes — none. 

No vote was received from Lim. Kerzhner, Minelli and Pyle were on leave of 

absence. 
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